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The Kingdom Sermon Series
Divine Lessons from the Kingdom of Israel & Judah

MOTHERHOOD

INTRO:

Whenever the name of a king was mentioned, somehow the Bible also 
always mentioned the name of his mum. Motherhood is something that 
shapes the life of a king and also all of us. Through the history of the 
kingdom of Israel and Judah, as the new creation in Christ, believers may 
learn the importance of a motherhood, and also how to develop a Biblical 
motherhood.
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Athaliah v.s. Jehosheba

2 CHRONICLES 22 10 Now when Athaliah 
the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son 
was dead, she arose and destroyed all the 
royal heirs of the house of Judah.
11 But Jehoshabeath, the daughter of the 
king, took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and 
stole him away from among the king’s sons 
who were being murdered, and put him 
and his nurse in a bedroom. So 
Jehoshabeath, the daughter of King 
Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada the priest 
(for she was the sister of Ahaziah), hid him 
from Athaliah so that she did not kill him.
12 And he was hidden with them in the 
house of God for six years, while Athaliah 
reigned over the land.

Jehosheba: 
Jehovah has sworn

Jehoshabeath:
Jehovah is an oath

The daughter of King Jehoram
The sister of King Ahaziah

The wife of Jehoiada, the priest

Jehosheba: 
Jehovah has sworn

Jehoshabeath:
Jehovah is an oath

The daughter of King Jehoram
The sister of King Ahaziah

The wife of Jehoiada, the priest

There was a very critical moment in the history of the kingdom of Judah 
between the reign of King Ahaziah and the King Joash. Not all people 
remember about Jehosheba, but truly she was the most important person 
behind the scene of the kingdom of Judah! While there was another 
woman trying to kill all the royal family, Jehosheba did her part to save one 
of them!

Athaliah (afflicted of the Lord) was the picture of the killer. Jesus said: “The 
thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come 
that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly 
Jn.10:10.” Jesus Christ came into this world to bring life, a true life! We are 
a new creation I Christ 2Cor.5:17, and as a brand-new creation we must also 
always bring life to wherever we go. The acts of Jehosheba saving the little 
Joash was truly a picture of Biblical motherhood and become our example 
to walk in the new life.
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Who is Athaliah?
• 2 CHRONICLES 22 2 Ahaziah was forty-two years old when he 

became king, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. His 
mother’s name was Athaliah the granddaughter of Omri. 3 He 
also walked in the ways of the house of Ahab, for his mother 
advised him to do wickedly.

• 1 KINGS 16 25 Omri did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and did 
worse than all who were before him. 26 For he walked in all the 
ways of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in his sin by which he 
had made Israel sin, provoking the LORD God of Israel to anger 
with their idols.

• 1 KINGS 16 30 Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of 
the LORD, more than all who were before him. 31 And it came to 
pass, as though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the 
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took as wife Jezebel
the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians; and he went and 
served Baal and worshiped him.

Omri

Ahab & Jezebel

Athaliah

Athaliah’s background was very miserable since her grandfather and also 
her father competed against their predecessor in evil things. Athaliah was 
the next generation of an evil things! We can say that Athaliah was a 
wicked mother because she advised her son not to do something good, 
instead she advised him to do wickedly. That was the seed of murder! As a 
mother, Athaliah sowed the seed of hatred.

Motherhood should build a better generation for the glory of God’s 
Kingdom and not for her own kingdom. Motherhood should not destroy the 
next generation. Do not kill the next generation. The heart of true 
motherhood must be found in all believers. We must speak about life – the 
new life that we had received from Christ. We must speak about holiness –
because the blood of Christ had redeemed us and set us free. We must 
speak about eternity – not only about the vanishing life in this melting 
world.
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Cross-Country Mother

MATTHEW 1 5 Salmon begot Boaz by 
Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, 
Obed begot Jesse, 6 and Jesse begot 
David the king.

ACTS 2 7 Then they were all amazed 
and marvelled, saying to one another, 
“Look, are not all these who 
speak Galileans? 8 And how is it 
that we hear, each in our 
own language in which we were born?

We may like Athaliah, or come with the same background as Athaliah. But it 
does not mean that we must follow all steps of Athaliah! The Bible clearly 
gave us example of 2 cross-country mothers. This is the good news that 
believers can have in Jesus Christ! No matter what is our background, as 
long as we receive Jesus as our Saviour, our life then changed dramatically! 
We become new creation in Christ!

1. Rahab: she was a harlot, and she came from a nation that supposed to 
be destroyed, but she did not perish with those who did not believe, 
when she had received the spies with peace Heb.11:31. Rahab just 
believed in the promise of salvation, she admitted the God of Israel as 
the only living God and then she hold onto the agreement of the scarlet 
cord Jos.2:18 which was the picture of the blood of Christ, the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world Jn.1:29.

2. Ruth: she was Moabites, a country that banned to be the people of God 
Deut.23:3, but she cried out loud to Naomi: For wherever you go, I will 
go; And wherever you lodge, I will lodge; Your people shall be my 
people, And your God, my God Ruth.1:16.

The only answer that enable us to move out from our old life is Jesus Christ! 
And to make it more bold for us, the Holy Spirit then given so that the 
message of salvation no longer limited by country nor language nor 
tradition.

What had happened in the day of Pentecost was a vibrant declaration that 
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Holy Spirit wants to speak and work in all parts of this world! No more 
barrier of language nor tradition because the Holy Spirit more than able to 
empower everyone who believe to speak up about the wonderful works of 
God Ac.2:11.
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Jehosheba: Pro-Life Heart
The Heart of God

• EZEKIEL 16 – God’s Love for Jerusalem – 6 “And 
when I passed by you and saw you struggling in 
your own blood, I said to you in your blood, 
‘Live!’ Yes, I said to you in your blood, ‘Live!’

• EZEKIEL 37 – The Dry Bones Live – 5 Thus says 
the Lord GOD to these bones: “Surely I 
will cause breath to enter into you, and you 
shall live. 6 I will put sinews on you and bring 
flesh upon you, cover you with skin and put 
breath in you; and you shall live. Then you shall 
know that I am the LORD.”

The heart of God is always looking for life! Even in the midst of impossibilities, God keep 
saying about life. Jehosheba just gave a very good and prompt response to the heart of 
God and she rescued the life of the little Joash. Even in the midst of great murder 
everywhere, she tried her best to find Joash (around 1 year old at that time), then hide 
him and took care of him.

This world keep speaking about the death things, the sinful things, but the new creation 
in Christ must speak life! The wages of sins is death Rm.6:23. That’s why we must always 
speak about salvation in Jesus Christ and then teach people to live in holiness.
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Years of Divine 
Opportunity

2 CHRONICLES 22 12 And he (baby Joash) 
was hidden with them (Jehoiada & 
Jehosheba) in the house of God for six 
years, while Athaliah reigned over the 
land.
2 KINGS 12 2 Jehoash did what was right 
in the sight of the LORD all the days in 
which Jehoiada the priest instructed 
him.

Actually Jehoiada & Jehosheba had several sons 2Chr.23:11, and Zechariah was one of 
them 2Chr.24:20. And by the grace of God, Jehosheba was aware for another divine 
opportunity to be a spiritual parent for the little Joash. They hid the baby for 6 years and 
recover him from any miserable history in his life (with no parents, no family, no social 
life outside the house of God). It must be a very tough job to do but again by the grace 
of God they made it!

We must also aware about any divine opportunity for us to speak out about the new life 
that we had received from Jesus. The opportunity may not always there, but whenever 
we have it, let’s not take it for granted. The opportunity is a divine blessing to impart the 
faith, to extend the grace of Jesus Christ that we had received in our life.

Not only during 6 years of hiding inside the house of God, but the Bible told us that King 
Joash was taught in righteousness during all the days of Jehoiada & Jehosheba. Peter 
told us not to stop giving advice from the word of God as long as we still alive 2Pet.13-
14.
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DOUBLE DEGREE
The Priest and the King

2 CHRONICLES 24 15 But Jehoiada grew 
old and was full of days, and he died; he 
was one hundred and thirty years old 
when he died. 16 And they buried him in 
the City of David among the kings, 
because he had done good in Israel, 
both toward God and His house.
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All I want is to live within Your love
Be undone by who You are, my desire is to know You deeper

Lord, I will open up again, throw my fears into the wind
I am desperate for a touch of heaven

I open up my heart to You, I open up my heart to You now
So do what only You can, Jesus have Your way in me now
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