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‘My Response’ Sermon Series
Divine Lessons from the Restoration Era – Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther

I’M
COMING 
HOME

INTRO:

The restoration era in the Bible referred to the period after the exile which 
we can read in the trilogy books: Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther. Those 3 
books covered from 537BC to 432BC and then followed with the 400 years 
(roughly) of intertestamental period. One great thing that we are going to 
learn from those 3 books is about “RESPONSE”.

God is never stop working! Jesus said: “My Father has been working until 
now, and I have been working Jn.5:17.” That’s why it is very important to 
have the right response toward God’s work so that He may find us as a man 
after His own heart, who will do all His will Ac.13:22. The first response that 
we are going to learn is: I’M COMING HOME!
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ANNOUNCEMENT & OPPORTUNITY
EZRA 1 1 Now in the 1st year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the 
word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, 
the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so 
that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and 
also put it in writing, saying, 2 Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: 

All the kingdoms of the earth the Lord God of heaven has 
given me. And He has commanded me to build Him a house at 
Jerusalem which is in Judah. 3 Who is among you of all His 
people? May his God be with him, and let him go up to 
Jerusalem which is in Judah, and build the house of the Lord 
God of Israel (He is God), which is in Jerusalem. 4 And whoever 
is left in any place where he dwells, let the men of his place 
help him with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, 
besides the freewill offerings for the house of God which is in 
Jerusalem.

The opportunity:
• To see His plan be fulfilled
• To come home and build the 

house of the Lord
• To experience the goodness 

of God
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Let’s have a quick imagine living in that days, how would you response to 
that announcement?

The record about the restoration era was commenced with the 
unshakeable faithfulness of God, so that we can understand that the 
proclamation of King Cyrus was not merely a royal announcement, instead 
it was a declaration from God! God is always in control. Paul wrote: “And 
we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are the called according to His purpose Rom.8:28.” Having said 
that, we can understand that the announcement from King Cyrus was 
actually the opportunity from God for His people so that His will could be 
done.

God is light and in Him is no darkness at all 1Jn.1:5. So, the opportunity 
from God is always in His light, in His holiness, and in His righteousness. 
God will reveal to His people the opportunity to do His will, to be involved 
in His glorious plan, to grow in Christ.

Let’s understand that nothing happen in our life just by coincidence. 
Including the situation and condition that happening around us these days, 
the believers must believe that God actually want to open the opportunity 
for us. Let’s open the eyes of our heart, with the help of the Holy Spirit, so 
that we can understand what is the heavenly opportunity that God want to 
reveal for us.
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THE SITUATION & THE RESPONSE
LUKE 21 9 But when you hear of wars and commotions, 
do not be terrified; for these things must come to pass 
first, but the end will not come immediately.”
10 Then He said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom. 11 And there will be 
great earthquakes in various places, and famines and 
pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and great 
signs from heaven. 12 But before all these things, they 
will lay their hands on you and persecute you,
delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons.
You will be brought before kings and rulers for My 
name’s sake. 13 But it will turn out for you 
as an occasion for testimony.
14 Therefore settle it in your hearts not to meditate 
beforehand on what you will answer; 15 for I will give 
you a mouth and wisdom which all your 
adversaries will not be able to contradict or resist.

What is commotions? Greek: akatastasia Meaning: instability, a state of 
disorder, disturbance, confusion Translated in KJV as: confusion, tumults, 
commotions

Luk.21:13 Hal itu akan menjadi kesempatan bagimu untuk bersaksi. 

Instead of terrified with what will be happening, those who live in the Spirit 
will be able to give a good response toward God’s will and take a heavenly 
advantage from that situation for testimony: testify the love of God and His 
divine plan toward the human being!

6



I’M COMING HOME

EZRA 1 5 Then the heads of the 
fathers’ houses of Judah and 
Benjamin, and the priests and the 
Levites, with all whose 
spirits God had moved, 
arose to go up and build the 
house of the LORD which is in 
Jerusalem. 6 And all those 
who were around them encouraged 
them with articles of silver and gold, 
with goods and livestock, and with 
precious things, besides 
all that was willingly offered.

The ‘spirit of slumber’:
• A hardened heart Isa.6:9-10
• Rebellious house Eze.12:2
• Terrified by the threat of 

‘Jezebel’ 1Ki.19:3-8

Somehow, the Bible only recorded those who give a good response by 
respecting the Spirit of God who moved their heart. Maybe there were 
other group of people who just being apathy to the decree from King Cyrus 
and ignore that heavenly opportunity. Unfortunately, that group of people 
then did not involve in God’s great plan. But for those who giving the 
correct response, the story then continued.

The Spirit of God want to move our spirit, stir, raise, awake our spirit! The 
opposite is ‘the spirit of slumber’ Rom.11:8! What is that? The spirit of 
slumber is a condition that having good eyes but cannot see and having 
good ears but cannot hear. And the spirit of slumber could happen for some 
reasons:
1. A hardened heart Is.6:9-10
2. Rebellious house Eze.12:2
3. Elijah: terrified by the threat of Jezebel 1Ki.19:3-8. Even though an 

angel came down, woke him up, and fed him with special foods, Elijah 
then lay down again!

It’s time to pack up! Let’s go up and build the house of the Lord! Let’s be 
the part of God’s great plan in these days and don’t just be the spectator
and commentator that wait and see and giving comment. Let’s go home, to 
the original plan of God, to build the house of God.
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VISION & 
PROVISION

EZRA 1 7 King Cyrus also brought 
out the articles of the house of 
the LORD, which 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken 
from Jerusalem and put in the 
temple of his gods; 8 and Cyrus 
king of Persia brought them out 
by the hand of Mithredath the 
treasurer, and counted them 
out to Sheshbazzar the prince 
of Judah.

1Cor.9:7 Who ever goes to war 
at his own expense?

Phil.4:19 And my God shall 
supply all your need according 
to His riches in glory by Christ 

Jesus.

Mat.6:32-33 For your heavenly 
Father knows that you need all 
these things. But seek first the 

kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added to you.

JEHOVAH JIREH: 
The-Lord-Will-Provide

“In the Mount of the Lord it 
shall be provided.” Gen.22:14
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PROVISION from ABOVE:
• Food delivery by the 

ravens 1Ki.17:3-4
• A mouth & wisdom to 

answer & testify 
Luk.21:15

• Uneducated & 
untrained but get the 
anointing & power 
from on high Ac.4:13

• Divine boldness to 
speak the Word of God 
Ac.4:31
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provision: the action of providing or supplying something for use.

When God opened the way so that His people could come home, God also 
provided everything for the building of the house of the Lord! Proverbs 
wrote: The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, like the rivers of water; 
He turns it wherever He wishes Pro.21:1. When God give us His vision, He 
will be fully responsible with the provision as well!

The provision is not merely about a physical thing that we will need, but 
more than that, Jesus promised that He will give us a mouth and wisdom! 
Peter and the disciples were uneducated and untrained, but they got 
anointing and the power from on high so that the council of priests 
(Sanhedrin) marvelled Ac.4:13! The early church got divine boldness to 
speak the word of God when the Holy Spirit filled them and shook the place 
where they prayed together Ac.4:31.
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LET’S BUILD TOGETHER 
THE HOUSE OF GOD

1PETER 2 5 you also, as living stones, are 
being built up a spiritual house, a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 
people, that you may proclaim the praises of 
Him who called you out of darkness 
into His marvellous light;

2TIMOTHY 1 7 For God has not given us 
a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and 
of a sound mind (NIV: self-discipline).
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For as often as 
you eat this 

bread and drink 
this cup, you 
proclaim the 

Lord’s death till 
He comes.
1Cor.11:26
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1CORINTHIANS 11:23-25
… The Lord Jesus on the same night 
in which He was betrayed took 
bread; and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and said, 
“Take, eat; This is My body 
which is broken for you; do 
this in remembrance of Me.”

In the same manner He also 
took the cup after supper, 

saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in My blood. This 
do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.”

John 15:4-5, 1Corinthians 11:23-25, 1Corinthians 10:16-17

Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. “I 
am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, 
bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 

… The Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took 
bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; 
This is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of 
Me.” 

For we, though many, are one bread and one body; for we all partake 
of that one bread.
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of 
Christ?

In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.”
The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the 
blood of Christ?
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GOD BLESS YOU!GOD BLESS YOU!
HAVE A BLESSED WEEK WITH JESUSHAVE A BLESSED WEEK WITH JESUS

See You Next Sunday!See You Next Sunday!
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Feel free to 
contact us!

Submit your prayer request

Want to know more about Jesus

Need pastoral care

Want to understand Bible more

& get connected

www.gbsion.org/contact

Mount Zion
Church

Share your praise report
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