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‘My Response’ Sermon Series
Divine Lessons from the Restoration Era – Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther

UNITY
IN ACTION

INTRO:

52 was the number of days that Nehemiah, together with 
people of Israel, spent to build again the city wall 
Neh.6:15. Truly it was the best teamwork ever happened 
in the restoration era and it all began with the heart of 
Nehemiah that had eaten up with the love toward the 
house of God! Nehemiah chapter 3 gave us a long-list of 
people who hand in hand build the city wall even in the 
midst of threat and evil intimidations.

At the end of everything, Nehemiah wrote that when all 
their enemies heard of it, and all the nations around them 
saw these things, that they were very disheartened in their 
own eyes; for they perceived that this work was done by 
our God Neh.6:16! This is a strong encouragement for 
God’s people at the end times to work together as unity so 
that this world may witness the work of our God through 
us. Let’s have a good response and start to build.
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LET’S RISE UP & BUILD

NEHEMIAH 2
17 Then I said to them, “You see the distress that 
we are in, how Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates 
are burned with fire. Come and let us build the wall 
of Jerusalem, that we may no longer be a 
reproach.” 18 And I told them of the hand of my 
God which had been good upon me, and also of the 
king’s words that he had spoken to me.
So they said, “Let us rise up and build.” Then 
they set their hands to this good work.

EZEKIEL 13 
3 Thus says the Lord GOD: 

“Woe to the foolish prophets, 
who follow their own spirit 

and have seen nothing!
4 O Israel, your prophets are

like foxes in the deserts.
5 You have not gone up into the 

gaps to build a wall 
for the house of Israel 

to stand in battle 
on the day of the LORD.
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How would you response?

It all start with the essential homesick within Nehemiah 
that moved ‘the mountains’, so that together with people 
of Israel they commenced the work. And again the Bible 
recorded a very good response from the people when they 
said: “LET US RISE UP & BUILD!”

While we are not building any wall physically, all believers 
are called to build a wall for the house of God spiritually.

Ezekiel 13:5 You have not gone up into the gaps to build a 
wall for the house of Israel to stand in battle on the day of 
the Lord.

What is the importance of the city wall?
The enemy is always everywhere and every time 1Pet.5:8.
A city without a wall is a big danger! Spiritually, the body 
of Christ must unite together and build a wall toward the 
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enemy so that we can stand in battle on the day of the 
Lord.

There is a huge and continues attack toward these things:
• Holiness
• Next generation
• Marriage
• Family
• Relationship
• Ministry
• Faith
• Etc.

The deception at the end times will be so massive and it is 
very dangerous if the body of Christ has no wall! The devil 
already announced the battle and the body of Christ must 
get themselves ready!
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BUILDING THE CITY WALL
PSALM 122 
1 I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go into the house of the LORD.”
2 Our feet have been standing
Within your gates, O Jerusalem!
3 Jerusalem is built
As a city that is compact together,
4 Where the tribes go up,
The tribes of the LORD,
To the Testimony of Israel,
To give thanks to the name of the LORD.
7 Peace be within your walls,
Prosperity within your palaces.”

Building the City Wall

The Bible told us that the city wall of Jerusalem was built 
first in the days of David 2Sam.5:9 and then reinforced in 
the days of Solomon 1Ki.3:1.

The main idea about building the city wall is to protect
what is inside there, which is the house of God, so that it 
will always be the house of God! In Psalm 122, David told 
us how Jerusalem is built as a city that is compact 
together, closely compacted together (NIV), a city 
designed to accommodate an assembly (NET).

Again the main idea is not only about the safety of the city, 
but it more about the importance and continuing of the 
house of God, with all things that happening within it and 
its value, which is the central of life for Israel’s people. 
That is the place for assembly, where people look upon the 
Law of God, to give thanks, to experience peace, and get 
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the true prosperity, or safety (NIV).To put away any 
distractions that will threat the house of God, so that the 
enemy would not go in and out and about the house of 
God.
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WALL OF PROTECTION
JOHN 10
1 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he 
who does not enter the sheepfold 
by the door, but climbs up some 
other way, the same is a thief and 
a robber. 2 But he who enters by 
the door is the shepherd of the 
sheep.
10 The thief does not come except 
to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy. I have come that they 
may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.

JOHN 21 15 Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of
Jonah, do you love Me more than these?”
He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.”
He said to him, “Feed My lambs.”
16 He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of
Jonah, do you love Me?”
He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.”
He said to him, “Tend My sheep.”
17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, 
do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to 
him the third time, “Do you love Me?”
And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; 
You know that I love You.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep.”

In the setting of New Testament, Jesus explained the city 
wall as the sheepfold (NIV: sheep pen) where the sheep 
stay safe inside. And to build ‘the city wall is not only the 
main responsibility for the pastors but it is a hand in hand 
job together with all believers because Jesus called 
everyone to feed his lambs.

John 21:15-17 told us that whoever love Jesus will get the 
responsibility to feed the lambs, to tend the sheep, to feed 
the sheep, to take care each other within the body of 
Christ.

While the pastors have the role to be the shepherd within 
the local church, but the heart of a shepherd must be 
found within each and every believers.

No one in the body of Christ supposed to say just like Cain: 
“I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper Gen.4:9?”
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Genesis 4:9 9 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel 
your brother?”
He said, “I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?”
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BUILD THE RIGHT THING 
& GOD WILL PROSPER

NEHEMIAH 2 19 But when Sanballat the 
Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official, 
and Geshem the Arab heard of it, they 
laughed at us and despised us, and said, 
“What is this thing that you are 
doing? Will you rebel against the king?”
20 So I answered them, and said to 
them, “The God of heaven Himself will 
prosper us; therefore we His servants 
will arise and build, but you have 
no heritage or right or memorial in 
Jerusalem.”

Let’s Arise & Build Together
1. Pray for one another Jam.5:16 Confess your 

trespasses to one another, and pray for one another,
2. Help one another Gal.6:2 Bear one another’s 

burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.
3. Remind each other 2P.1:13 Yes, I think it is right, as 

long as I am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding you,
4. Word building Eph.4:29 Let no corrupt word proceed 

out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary
edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers.

5. Forgiving one another Eph.4:32 And be kind to 
one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even 
as God in Christ forgave you.

6. Exhorting one another Heb.10:25 not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of 
some, but exhorting one another,

7. Love one another Jn.13:34 A new commandment 
I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved 
you, that you also love one another.
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The biggest encouragement to build the city wall must 
come from God alone! As Nehemiah already revealed to 
them how good the hand of God upon him, it encouraged 
everyone to build together even though not all people was 
in favour with them. This world will always try to 
discourage the people of God, and it could happen by 
intimidation or sometimes just letting us to do it by 
ourselves with no support at all.

When the enemies tried to discourage, disheartened, and 
despise them, Nehemiah answered them bravely that God 
himself will prosper them! And as the servants of God, the 
only thing we need to do just arise and build in 
togetherness!

What we can do to build the wall for the body of Christ?
1. Pray for one another
2. Help one another
3. Remind each other
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4. Word building
5. Forgiving one another
6. Exhorting one another
7. Love one another

The process of building the ark at the days of Noah also 
experienced the same struggle where no one in favour with 
what Noah and his sons were doing.
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THE REVIVAL OF UNITY

NEHEMIAH 3
4 And next to them Meremoth the 
son of Urijah, the son of Koz, made 
repairs. Next to them Meshullam the 
son of Berechiah, the son of 
Meshezabel, made repairs. Next to 
them Zadok the son of Baana made 
repairs. 5 Next to them the Tekoites
made repairs; 
but their nobles did not put their 
shoulders to the work of their Lord.

THE WINNING TEAM

1. The high priest
2. The priest
3. The goldsmiths
4. The perfumers
5. The daughters
6. The leaders
7. The Levites
8. The Nethinim
9. The merchants

THE WINNING TEAM

1. The high priest
2. The priest
3. The goldsmiths
4. The perfumers
5. The daughters
6. The leaders
7. The Levites
8. The Nethinim
9. The merchants

REVELATION 5 9 And they sang a new song, saying:
“You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals;

For You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood
Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation,

10 And have made us kings and priests to our God;
And we shall reign on the earth.”

Rebuilding the Wall

1. The high priest
2. The priest
3. The goldsmiths
4. The perfumers
5. The daughters
6. The leaders
7. The Levites
8. The Nethinim / para budak di Bait Allah
9. The merchants

In front of their house / tepat di depan rumahnya
In front of his dwelling / di depan biliknya

All of those people put hand in hand, next to each other, 
build the city wall. And truly that was the revival of unity 
that happened in the days of Nehemiah!
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At the end of everything, the book of Revelation told us 
how the redeemed people from evert tribe and tongue and 
people and nation will also put hand in hand worship and 
reign together with God forever and ever.

Rev.22:5 There shall be no night there: They need no lamp 
nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And 
they shall reign forever and ever.
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For as often as 
you eat this 

bread and drink 
this cup, you 
proclaim the 

Lord’s death till 
He comes.
1Cor.11:26
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1CORINTHIANS 11:23-25
… The Lord Jesus on the same night 
in which He was betrayed took 
bread; and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and said, 
“Take, eat; This is My body 
which is broken for you; do 
this in remembrance of Me.”

In the same manner He also 
took the cup after supper, 

saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in My blood. This 
do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.”

John 15:4-5, 1Corinthians 11:23-25, 1Corinthians 10:16-17

Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. “I 
am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, 
bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 

… The Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took 
bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; 
This is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of 
Me.” 

For we, though many, are one bread and one body; for we all partake 
of that one bread.
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of 
Christ?

In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.”
The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the 
blood of Christ?
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GOD BLESS YOU!GOD BLESS YOU!
HAVE A BLESSED WEEK WITH JESUSHAVE A BLESSED WEEK WITH JESUS

See You Next Sunday!See You Next Sunday!
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Feel free to 
contact us!

Submit your prayer request

Want to know more about Jesus

Need pastoral care

Want to understand Bible more

& get connected

www.gbsion.org/contact

Mount Zion
Church

Share your praise report
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