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‘My Response’ Sermon Series
Divine Lessons from the Restoration Era – Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther

AN  ESSENTIAL

HOMESICK

INTRO:

Have you ever experience any good homesick? Homesick 
that happened because of good reasons (e.g. study or 
work). Not all homesick is childish. As believers, we must 
have a good homesick, even we can say an essential 
homesick! 

As we continue our learning about the divine lessons from 
the restoration era, we are going to look upon the book of 
Nehemiah that commenced with a very strong and 
essential homesick. And it was written there so that we 
could understand the desire of Nehemiah, a spirit that also 
must be found in each and every believers. Let’s dig 
together and prepare ourselves to give a good response 
toward this essential homesick!
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AN ESSENTIAL
SENSE OF BELONGING

NEHEMIAH 1 The words of Nehemiah the son of 
Hachaliah. It came to pass in the month of 
Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan 

the citadel, 2 that Hanani one of my brethren came 
with men from Judah; and I asked them concerning 
the Jews who had escaped, who had survived the 
captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. 3 And they said 
to me, “The survivors who are left from the 
captivity in the province are there in great distress 
and reproach. The wall of Jerusalem is also broken 
down, and its gates are burned with fire.” 4 So it 
was, when I heard these words, that I sat down and 
wept, and mourned for many days; I was fasting 
and praying before the God of heaven.

1 : 1,000
Better is one day in your courts

than a thousand elsewhere Ps.84:10 NIV

1 : 1,000
Better is one day in your courts

than a thousand elsewhere Ps.84:10 NIV

How lovely is your dwelling place,
Lord Almighty!

My soul yearns, even faints, 
(ITL: hatiku ingin & asyik; ITB: jiwaku hancur)

for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh cry out

for the living God. Ps.84:1-2 NIV

How lovely is your dwelling place,
Lord Almighty!

My soul yearns, even faints, 
(ITL: hatiku ingin & asyik; ITB: jiwaku hancur)

for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh cry out

for the living God. Ps.84:1-2 NIV

“Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up.” 
Psalm 69:9 John 2:17

The first and second group of returning had arrived at 
Jerusalem. But Nehemiah was stuck in the kingdom 
because of his job – he was the king’s cupbearer. But his 
heart was set upon his true and only home, the house of 
God! The house of God that was built by Solomon had 
been destroyed more than 100 years before Nehemiah, so 
practically he never been there! He knew about it by the 
impartation of faith from generation to generation. And 
because of that faith, Nehemiah had a very strong sense 
of belonging, he felt connected very strong to the house of 
God, he understood that it is only God’s love that truly 
accept him completely and he really needed that one!

The Bible gave us so many example how the believers 
must have that essential sense of belonging! Psalm 84:10 
For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand. I would 
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell 
in the tents of wickedness. 1 : 1,000 is a big ratio! How big 
is your ratio now? Not all people in Israel would say like 
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what the psalmist wrote, and that is all about relationship 
with God! Even in the beginning of that chapter, the 
psalmist showed deliberately how his soul was really love 
the house of God!

The only thing that Nehemiah could do was keep asking 
about the condition of Jerusalem and gave a good 
response toward it! He sat down and wept, mourned for 
many days, fasting and praying! He tried his best to keep 
that desire alive!

While the life story of Nehemiah happened in the setting of 
Old Testament where the house of God is the central of 
everything for spiritual life, so how about us now? Living in 
the New Testament truly bring a different perspective 
about the physical house of God, moreover in this 
challenging situation where the restriction must be done, 
but the same desire must keep alive within each and 
every believers, forever!

Jesus showed His disciples that the zeal for the house of 
God had eaten Him up Jn.2:17.
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WHERE DO YOU BELONG?

PHILIPPIANS 3 20 For our 
citizenship is in heaven, from which 
we also eagerly wait for the 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 21 who will transform our 
lowly body that it may 
be conformed to His glorious 
body, according to the working by 
which He is able even to subdue all 
things to Himself.

HEAVEN IS OUR HOME!

JOHN 17 14 I have given them Your word; and the world 
has hated them because they are not of the world, just as 
I am not of the world. 15 I do not pray that You should take 

them out of the world, but that You should keep them 
from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, 

just as I am not of the world.

JOHN 17 14 I have given them Your word; and the world 
has hated them because they are not of the world, just as 
I am not of the world. 15 I do not pray that You should take 

them out of the world, but that You should keep them 
from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, 

just as I am not of the world.

JOHN 3 3 Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, 

he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
BORN AGAIN – anōthen – from above

JOHN 3 3 Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, 

he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
BORN AGAIN – anōthen – from above

2PETER 1 14 knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, 
just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me.

2PETER 1 14 knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, 
just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me.

It is impossible to have a sense of belonging for the house 
of God when someone don’t feel that he is belong to it! 
So, where do you belong?

Because of the assurance of salvation that we have in 
Jesus Christ, we know for certain that whoever believe in 
Jesus should not perish but have everlasting life. Heaven is 
no longer a wish but it is something that very sure and 
Paul explained it as a citizenship! Just like now that 
international border here is really strict, but the door will 
always and never close for those who are citizens! The 
citizens can know for sure that his country where he is 
belong will accept him.

John.3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.

Rev.21:21 And the street of the city was pure gold, like 
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transparent glass.

In his letters, so many times Paul also showed deliberately 
about his longing toward heaven. And that is what we call 
with an essential homesick! A Christian without this 
essential homesick will just stranded in this passing away 
world!

HEAVEN IS OUR HOME!

6



A PRODUCTIVE HOMESICK 

PHILIPPIANS 1 21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain. 22 But if I live on in the flesh, this will 
mean fruit from my labour; yet what I shall choose 
I cannot tell. 23 For I am hard-pressed between the 
two, having a desire to depart and be with 
Christ, which is FAR BETTER. 24 Nevertheless to 
remain in the flesh is MORE NEEDFUL for 
you. 25 And being confident of this, I know that I 
shall remain and continue with you all for your 
progress and joy of faith.

This essential homesick somehow will not let believers to 
just being lazy and goes with their feeling. Instead, we can 
learn that this is a productive homesick indeed! By having 
this essential homesick, the believers will find that holy 
desire keep burning and empowers them to do more the 
will of God!

Let’s read Philippians 1:21-25 carefully where we can find 
how this essential homesick will lead believers to become 
fruitful! Paul felt hard-pressed between two: FAR BETTER 
or MORE NEEDFUL. And both of them must keep alive 
within us. While we must concern and responsible for 
something that ‘more needful’ to be done in this life, we 
must keep thinking about what is ‘far better’.

What is something that we reckon MORE NEEDFUL in our 
life now? This is about the opportunity that by the grace 
of God we may still have up until now. We know that Paul 
was an energetic apostle that never stop letting God to 
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work through his life, and now we understand that it all 
happened for no reasons. Indeed, it was the productive 
homesick that empowered Paul to keep working fruitfully 
to the glory of God.

This homesick will give a strong purpose in the life of 
believers!
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THE PRAYER OF NEHEMIAH
NEHEMIAH 1 4 So it was, when I heard these words, that I 
sat down and wept, and mourned for many days; I was 
fasting and praying before the God of heaven.
Verse 5 – 11: the prayer of Nehemiah

• Giving praise & thanksgiving
• Confessing the sins on behalf of people of Israel
• Recalling the promise of God

ENDING 11 O Lord, I pray, please let Your ear be attentive to 
the prayer of Your servant, and to the prayer of Your 
servants who desire to fear Your name; and let Your 
servant prosper this day, I pray, and grant him mercy in the 
sight of this man.” For I was the king’s cupbearer.

ROMA 8 26 Likewise the Spirit 
also helps in our weaknesses. 
For we do not know what we 
should pray for as we ought, 
but the Spirit Himself makes 

intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be 

uttered.

ROMA 8 26 Likewise the Spirit 
also helps in our weaknesses. 
For we do not know what we 
should pray for as we ought, 
but the Spirit Himself makes 

intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be 

uttered.

It was a prayer that amazingly changed the life story of Nehemiah!
THE POWER OF PRAYER: REframe, REconstruct, Restructure

 bring us each time one step closer to the will of God 

Back to the life story of Nehemiah, we then can 
understood that Nehemiah might also feel the same thing 
that happened with Paul. In his case, he might feel hard-
pressed between the two: go home and do something for 
Jerusalem OR just stay in the comfort zone at the kingdom 
and do nothing. And then he lifted up his prayer.

Romans 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our 
weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for 
as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for 
us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

When we don’t know what to do, when we need to make 
a hard decision in life, the best and most important thing 
to do is lift it up in prayer! Take a good time to pray and 
be attentive to what the Holy Spirit will stir in our heart. 
Indeed, this is the power of prayer! The power truly is not 
merely about the answer, but more than that, the power 
is about how prayer will bring us to His will! 
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A powerful prayer will reframe our perspective toward the 
problem, reconstruct our action toward the problem, and 
then even restructure our life, our plan, our dream and 
bring us one step closer to His will. All of those 3 things will 
require us to first of all destroy our own idea, our own 
action, and our own plan, so that we can humbly accept His 
will and accomplish it in our life.

It is Holy Spirit who will give us a divine idea to do 
something so that our life can be productive for the 
Kingdom of God. In the case of Nehemiah, Holy Spirit 
stirred him to ask permission from the king. Indeed it could 
bring a great risk toward his career, his dream, his future. 
What happen IF the king will be angry? How IF then the 
king remove Nehemiah from his position? What IF the king 
no longer favour with him and give him less hour for job?

We may say that the ending of his prayer Neh.1:11 is the 
key verse for the book of Nehemiah and also the turning 
point of his life, from the king’s cupbearer to be the builder 
of Jerusalem’s wall, from white-collar job to blue collar job, 
and indeed it made his life story became eternal!
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A HOMESICK THAT 
MOVE THE MOUNTAIN

NEHEMIAH 2 2 Therefore the king said to me, “Why is your 
face sad, since you are not sick? This is nothing but sorrow of 
heart.” So I became dreadfully afraid,
3 and said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should 
my face not be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers’ 
tombs, lies waste, and its gates are burned with fire?”
4 Then the king said to me, “What do you request?” 
So I prayed to the God of heaven.
5 And I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, and if your 
servant has found favour in your sight, I ask that you send me 
to Judah, to the city of my fathers’ tombs, 
that I may rebuild it.”

NEHEMIAH 2 
8 And the king granted 
them to me according 

to the good hand of my 
God upon me.

“Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up.” 
Psalm 69:9 John 2:17

At first, it looked impossible for Nehemiah to leave his 
duty as the king’s cupbearer. But through the power of 
prayer, Nehemiah amazingly being encouraged to disclose 
that desire to the king. And by the grace of God, the 
essential homesick that Nehemiah had with him finally 
moved the mountain away!

Proverbs 21:1 The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, 
like the rivers of water; He turns it wherever He wishes.

By the grace of God, Nehemiah got approval from the 
king! Not only the king pleased with the plan of Nehemiah, 
evermore the Bible told us how the king also granted royal 
letters so that Nehemiah got a permit to pass the border 
through and to get heaps of timbers to make gates for the 
city wall.

If you think that there is any condition in your life that 
hinder you to move forward in the will of God, do not let 
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your spirit grow cold!
If you find too difficult to manage your time so you don’t 
have any opportunity to sit in the presence of God and 
meditate in His Words, do not let that condition paralyse 
you!
If there is fear, worry, or hesitance obstruct your way to 
nurture your love toward God’s house, do not let it stay 
there forever!

Let us keep the fire of that essential homesick keep 
burning forever, even bigger from time to time. Because 
that is a homesick that will bring believers to experience 
the good hand of God upon their life.

The zeal for the house of God, the zeal to dwell in the 
presence of God, must have eaten us up first, and then it 
will open the way, even the impossible one!

As we approaching the end times closer than yesterday, 
let’s keep that holy homesick, the essential homesick, keep 
burning, so that we can pray: MARANATHA: Come, oh 
Lord! 1Cor.16:22.
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GOD BLESS YOU!GOD BLESS YOU!
HAVE A BLESSED WEEK WITH JESUSHAVE A BLESSED WEEK WITH JESUS

See You Next Sunday!See You Next Sunday!
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Feel free to 
contact us!

Submit your prayer request

Want to know more about Jesus

Need pastoral care

Want to understand Bible more

& get connected

www.gbsion.org/contact

Mount Zion
Church

Share your praise report
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