
|  Mount Zion Church  |  Sunday Service  |  15 August 2021  ||  Mount Zion Church  |  Sunday Service  |  15 August 2021  |

‘My Response’ Sermon Series
Divine Lessons from the Restoration Era – Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther

when things seem
IMPOSSIBLE

INTRO:

How would you feel if all things in your life look 
impossible? The book of Esther told us about the biggest 
disaster in the history of the Jewish in the restoration era. 
And again this is not only about a history to remember. 
More than that! It is there in the Bible as a learning for 
believers in this end times whenever we face 
impossibilities.

Things may look impossible for us, but not for God. But still 
God let that impossibilities to touch the life of His children, 
even sometimes He let us to live with impossibilities for a 
good enough time, even long enough, so that we may 
always realize that we are nothing without God. We are 
going to look an important thing that Ezra, Nehemiah, and 
also Esther had in common. Let’s be ready to give a good 
response for what God would like to work in us during the 
impossibilities.
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Day of Doom
ESTHER 3 12 Then the king’s scribes were called on 
the 13th day of the 1st month, and a decree was 
written according to all that Haman commanded—
to the king’s satraps, to the governors who were over 
each province, to the officials of all people, to every 
province according to its script, and to every people 
in their language. In the name of King Ahasuerus it 
was written, and sealed with the king’s signet ring.
13 And the letters were sent by couriers into all the 
king’s provinces, to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate 
all the Jews, both young and old, 
little children and women, in one day, 
on the 13th  day of the 12th month, which is the 
month of Adar, and to plunder their possessions.

15 So the king and Haman sat 
down to drink, but the city of 

Shushan was perplexed.

ESTHER 4
1 cried out with a loud 

and bitter cry
3 great mourning
among the Jews
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It was happened that Haman had a very evil idea to create 
a day of doom for all the Jews! Who was Haman? He just 
promoted by the king above all the princes who were with 
him Est.3:1 and he wanted everyone to kneel down and 
pay honour to him. But there was a Jew named Mordecai 
who would not kneel down nor pay him honour.

Maybe we can say that Mordecai was a trouble maker for 
all the Jews, but truly Mordecai was the representation of 
the Jewish who devoted their life to only worship God. 
And so long there was no problem about the existence of 
Jewish in the kingdom until Haman promoted. From 
another perspective we may see that a trap had been set 
by Haman so that he can destroy, kill, and annihilate all the 
Jews!

This is about problem, the big one, that believers also may 
have in their life. You can name it. What is your problem 
today? Maybe that problem looks so big and so strong, 
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even immovable! Just like the letter that Haman wrote, it is 
sealed with the king’s signet ring and it meant that no one 
able to change it, no alteration could be made for that 
letter! Could you imagine how will all Jews feel at that time. 
The day of doom had been set at 13th of 12th month, the 
countdown started, and it is impossible to change it. It is 
impossible for them to run away as well because they were 
people of slave, so that most of them work as slave.

And as a result, all Jews knew nothing to do but cried and 
mourned.

###
The Bible gave us so many example for that!
Abraham was dealing with impossibilities as his body was 
as good as dead the Sarah’s womb was also dead Rm.4:19 
NIV.
And again Abraham was dealing with another 
impossibilities when God asked him to sacrifice Isaac, his 
only begotten son, as a burnt offering Gen.22:2.

And one of the biggest impossibilities that we are going to 
compare is in the day of Moses.
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Mission Impossible
EXODUS 14
10 And when Pharaoh drew near, the children 
of Israel lifted their eyes, and behold, the 
Egyptians marched after them. So they were 
very afraid, and the children of Israel cried 
out to the LORD.
11 Then they said to Moses, “Because there 
were no graves in Egypt, have you taken us 
away to die in the wilderness? Why have you 
so dealt with us, to bring us up out of 
Egypt? 12 Is this not the word that we told you 
in Egypt, saying, ‘Let us alone that we may 
serve the Egyptians’? For it would have 
been better for us to serve the Egyptians than 
that we should die in the wilderness.”

13 And Moses said to the 
people, “Do not be afraid.

Stand still, and see 
the salvation of the LORD, 
which He will accomplish for you 

today. For the Egyptians whom you 
see today, you shall see again no 

more forever.
14 The LORD will fight for you, 

and you shall
hold your peace.”
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As we learn about how would we response to something 
that happen in our life, we may learn that sometimes we 
may cry and feel tantrum like children, just like what 
happen with Israelites. They chose to be the slave in Egypt 
rather than go to the Promised Land. Instead of speaking 
life, they kept speaking about death! Jesus said: “For out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks 
Mat.12:34.”
So problems and impossibilities are the best way to reveal 
what is actually inside our heart! It was clear that in the 
heart of Israelites was nothing but worry and disbelief!

But then Moses said to the people vv.13-14.

Stand still, please be quiet, see the salvation of the Lord! 
God said to Job: Who is this who darkens counsel by 
words without knowledge? Job.38:2 NKJV
Who is this that obscures my plans with words without 
knowledge? Job.38:2 NIV
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At most of the times, our comment, our word, our opinion, 
may do nothing good, instead, it may darken the plan of 
God and the voice of God for us!

Believers may understand the impossibilities as the 
stepping stones so that we can walk from faith to faith, 
from strength to strength, and from glory to glory.

Pharaoh drew near, Egyptians marched after them, and 
they were trapped in between the killer and the sea, so 
that God could show them His mighty hand and completely 
remove the Egyptians to distract their journey to the 
Promised Land, once and forever!

Let’s get back to the life story of Esther and learn how 
Esther and Mordecai, even all Jews at once learned how to 
hold their peace.
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Ask for Help!
ESTHER 4
8 Mordecai also gave him a copy of 
the written decree for their 
destruction, which was given at 
Shushan, that he might show it to 
Esther and explain it to her, and 
that he might command her to go 
in to the king to make supplication 
to him and plead before him for 
her people.

9 So Hathach returned and told Esther the words of 
Mordecai. 10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach, and gave 

him a command for Mordecai: 

11 “All the king’s servants and the people of the 
king’s provinces know that any man or woman who 
goes into the inner court to the king, who has not 
been called, he has but one law: put all to death, 
except the one to whom the king holds out the 

golden sceptre, that he may live. Yet I myself have 
not been called to go in to the king these 30 days.”

12 So they told Mordecai Esther’s words.
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In that case it was normal for everyone to ask for help. So 
Mordecai thought the best solution was in Esther, his 
uncle’s daughter that Mordecai took as his own daughter, 
and on top of that Esther was the queen, the closest 
person to the king!

We may remember about someone whenever we need for 
help, whenever we face impossibilities. But as believer, 
before asking anyone for help, we must remember that 
any human being is limited by their capacity and they may 
not able to do straightaway what we require them to do.

When Joseph was inside the dungeon, he asked the chief 
cupbearer to mention his name to Pharaoh, only mention 
it, but what happened then? The chief cupbearer, 
however, did not remember Joseph; he forgot him 
Gen.40:23. How painful is that!

God said: “Cursed (bitter) is the man who trusts in man 
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and makes flesh his strength, whose heart departs from the 
Lord Jer.17:5.” It will be very easy for anyone to depart
from the Lord and tried their own way.

So let’s see how Esther responded to that! vv.9-12

Even though she was a queen, but her position was also 
limited by the kingdom rule! Actually the answer from 
Esther was reasonable, but definitely it did not make 
Mordecai happy! That answer was not satisfactory. And so 
do the answer from any human being!
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GOD, it is You!
ESTHER 4
13 And Mordecai told them to answer Esther: 
“Do not think in your heart that you will 
escape in the king’s palace any more than all 
the other Jews. 14 For if you remain 
completely silent at this time, relief and 
deliverance will arise for the Jews from 
another place, but you and your father’s 
house will perish. Yet who knows whether 
you have come to the kingdom for such a 
time as this?”

Praise God! The answer from Esther that might discourage 
Mordecai then turned into a divine answer. Esther found it 
was too difficult to help, but then Mordecai mention 
something and that was the important key of the book of 
Esther. Relief and deliverance will arise from another 
place! Not from the position of Esther, but it is God!

Believers must always and always remember that it is God 
who surpasses anything and anyone!

And at the closing of his word, again Mordecai addressed 
the sovereignty (supreme power or authority) of God in 
her life. It was God that already brought Esther to the 
kingdom. And Mordecai would like to encourage Esther to 
enquire God about His divine plan.

Let’s remember what Joseph had told us at the end of his 
life.
Gen.50:20 But as for you, you meant evil against me; but 
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God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this 
day, to save many people alive.
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Revival of Fasting
ESTHER 4
15 Then Esther told them to reply to 
Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather all the Jews 
who are present in Shushan, and fast 
for me; neither eat nor drink for
3 days, night or day. My maids and I 
will fast likewise. And so I will go to 
the king, which is against the law;
and if I perish, I perish!”
17 So Mordecai went his way and 
did according to all that Esther 
commanded him.

At the end, Esther and Mordecai were led by God to 
initiate the revival, which is the revival of fasting. Fasting is 
not only a culture at the Old Testament. Jesus also teach 
His disciples to do the fasting. Jesus said: However, this 
kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting 
Mat.17:21.

That’s why all believers may continue the revival of fasting 
in this modern days.

Maybe not everyone able to do the fasting due to any 
medical concern. But no one able to excuse from the main 
and true concept of fasting, which is humble yourself in 
the presence of God and let the mighty hand of God work 
freely and mightily in our life. If that is not God who help 
us, we are doom, we are nothing, we absolutely and 
definitely need God to touch our life, to touch our 
problem, to work through the impossibilities in front of us.
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So, what did Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther had in common? 
They all already in a comfort zone, safe and sound, but all 
of them took the risk for the people of God. In the middle 
of impossibilities, Esther decided to take the risk, ready to 
perish, and surrender everything in God’s hand.

Through prayer and fasting, believers may able to see how 
the Lord will fight for them and they shall hold their peace.

When we do not know what to do, pray in the Spirit.
Romans 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our 
weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for 
as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for 
us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

When things seem impossible, let’s pray and fast, let’s 
humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God, and let’s 
hold our peace and let’s see how the Lord will fight for us.
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For as often as 
you eat this 

bread and drink 
this cup, you 
proclaim the 

Lord’s death till 
He comes.
1Cor.11:26
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1CORINTHIANS 11:23-25
… The Lord Jesus on the same night 
in which He was betrayed took 
bread; and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and said, 
“Take, eat; This is My body 
which is broken for you; do 
this in remembrance of Me.”

In the same manner He also 
took the cup after supper, 

saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in My blood. This 
do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.”

John 15:4-5, 1Corinthians 11:23-25, 1Corinthians 10:16-17

Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. “I 
am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, 
bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 

… The Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took 
bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; 
This is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of 
Me.” 

For we, though many, are one bread and one body; for we all partake 
of that one bread.
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of 
Christ?

In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.”
The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the 
blood of Christ?
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GOD BLESS YOU!GOD BLESS YOU!
HAVE A BLESSED WEEK WITH JESUSHAVE A BLESSED WEEK WITH JESUS

See You Next Sunday!See You Next Sunday!
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Feel free to 
contact us!

Submit your prayer request

Want to know more about Jesus

Need pastoral care

Want to understand Bible more

& get connected

www.gbsion.org/contact

Mount Zion
Church

Share your praise report
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