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‘My Response’ Sermon Series
Divine Lessons from the Restoration Era – Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther

THE MIGHTY HAND
BEHIND THE SCENE

INTRO:

What will you do when you know nothing to do? The 
problems may look so strong as mountains and so long as 
rivers. We cannot move the mountains neither turn the 
rivers. But there is a mighty hand of God that always more 
than able to do anything! 

In the days of Esther, the day of doom had been set, the 
countdown had been started. Esther and Mordecai did not 
know how to stop that timer, but then they remembered 
the Mighty Hand that never stop working!

God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble. 
Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of 
God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your 
care upon Him, for He cares for you 1Pet5:5-7. 

The life story of Esther is a call to action for all believers to 

1



pray and fast, humble ourselves. Let’s be ready to give a 
good response and experience the Mighty Hand of God 
that always work behind the scene.
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The 3rd Day
ESTHER 5
1 Now it happened on the third day that Esther 
put on her royal robes and stood in the inner 
court of the king’s palace, across from the 
king’s house, while the king sat on his royal 
throne in the royal house, facing the entrance 
of the house. 2 So it was, when the king saw 
Queen Esther standing in the court, that she 
found favour in his sight, and the king held out 
to Esther the golden sceptre that was in his 
hand. Then Esther went near and touched the 
top of the sceptre.

PROVERBS 21 
1 The king’s heart 

is in the hand of the Lord, 
like the rivers of water;

He turns it wherever He wishes.

What is the wish of God?
Jer.29:11, 1Tim.2:3-4
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Esther and Mordechai truly gave a good response by 
letting God did His Mighty work, letting the Lord fought for 
them and they held their peace. And here we can witness
how God touched the heart of the king!

They were aware with the risk of the death sentence for 
anyone coming to the presence of the king without any 
invitation. But they believed more to the Mighty Hand of 
God that always in control and already showed His work 
that brought Esther to be the queen.

This verse told us the 1st work that happened as a result of 
the revival of fasting. Amazingly, God touched and turned 
the heart of the king. It was not happened just as a 
coincidence. It was the Mighty hand of God!

If the heart of the king is in the hand of the Lord, it means 
that God can touch the heart of anyone. Believers can pray 
so that God may touch the heart of anyone around us. So 
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what does actually God wish?

1. For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says 
the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you 
a future and a hope Jer.29:11

2. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Saviour, who desires all men to be saved and to come 
to the knowledge of the truth 1Tim.2:3-4
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My Eyes On You

2 CHRONICLES 20
12 O our God, will You not judge 
them? For we have no power 
against this great multitude that 
is coming against us; nor do we 
know what to do, but our 
eyes are upon You.”

PSALM 123
1 Unto You I lift up my eyes,

O You who dwell in the heavens.
2 Behold, as the eyes of servants 

look to the hand of their masters,
As the eyes of a maid to the hand 
of her mistress, so our eyes look 
to the Lord our God, until He has 

mercy on us.
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My eyes on you! That’s the true and main goal of fasting. 
Just like the eyes of servants look to the hand of their 
masters and keep looking on it!

Fasting is about God and not about diet management! 
Fasting is action to hold our peace and keep our eyes upon 
Jesus alone!

The Pharisees were the expert of fasting, they did it twice 
a week Luk.18:12, and they expected that the disciples of 
Jesus would do like what they did. But then Jesus told 
them: “No one puts a piece from a new garment on an old 
one; otherwise the new makes a tear, and also the piece 
that was taken out of the new does not match the old 
Luk.5:36.”

God is not looking unto a superficial fast, a show-off 
fasting, a legalistic fasting (concerning adherence to moral 
law rather than to personal religious faith). Jesus called it 
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as an old garment. As a new creation in Christ, our fasting is 
like a new garment that must be put on a new garment as 
well.
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What Do You Wish?
ESTHER 5
3 And the king said to her, “What do you 
wish, Queen Esther? What is your 
request? It shall be given to you—
up to half the kingdom!”
4 So Esther answered, “If it pleases the 
king, let the king and Haman come 
today to the banquet that I have 
prepared for him.”

6 At the banquet of wine the king said to 
Esther, “What is your petition? It shall be 
granted you. What is your request, up to 

half the kingdom? It shall be done!”

7 Then Esther answered and said, “My 
petition and request is this: 8 If I have 

found favour in the sight of the king, and 
if it pleases the king to grant my petition 
and fulfil my request, then let the king 

and Haman come to the banquet which I 
will prepare for them, and tomorrow I 

will do as the king has said.”
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Queen Esther got a very awesome wisdom to disclose the 
problem to the king. Here we can see how Esther did it 
very carefully. Instead of pouring her problem and 
emotionally straight away in the presence of the king, she 
chose to invite the king and also Haman, as the second 
man after the king, to come to the banquet that she had 
prepared.

And it looks like that Esther still could not find a good 
moment at the banquet so that she invited the king and 
Haman, again, for another banquet at the next day.

Pro.15:23 A man has joy by the answer of his mouth, and a 
word spoken [i]in due season, how good it is!
Pro.25:11 A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in 
settings of silver.
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One More Day
ESTHER 5 9 So Haman went out that 
day joyful and with a glad heart; but 
when Haman saw Mordecai in the 
king’s gate, and that he did not stand or 
tremble before him, he was filled with 
indignation against Mordecai.
ESTHER 6 1 That night the king could 
not sleep. So one was commanded to 
bring the book of the records of the 
chronicles; and they were read before 
the king. 

2 And it was found written that 
Mordecai had told of Bigthana and 
Teresh, two of the king’s eunuchs, 
the doorkeepers who had sought 
to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 

3 Then the king said, 
“What honour or dignity has been 
bestowed on Mordecai for this?”

And the king’s servants who 
attended him said, 

“Nothing has been done for him.”
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Esther could not say anything in the 1st banquet. And even 
Haman became more evil in those extra time! 

12 Moreover Haman said, “Besides, Queen Esther invited 
no one but me to come in with the king to the banquet 
that she prepared; and tomorrow I am again invited by her, 
along with the king.
13 Yet all this avails me nothing, so long as I see Mordecai 
the Jew sitting at the king’s gate.”
14 Then his wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Let 
a gallows be made, 50 cubits high, and in the 
morning suggest to the king that Mordecai be hanged on 
it; then go merrily with the king to the banquet. And the 
thing pleased Haman; so he had the gallows made.

gallows – tree / wood / pole / hanging wood / public 
executions
50 cubits ~ 75 feet ~ 23 metres
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Ecc.8:11 Because the sentence against an evil work is not 
executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is 
fully set in them to do evil.

But again, the Mighty Hand of God is always at work. At the 
same day when the gallows had been prepared, again God 
worked miraculously so that the king could not sleep! And 
truly that was the most important moment that changed 
the destiny of the Jewish, also the destiny of Haman!
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From Gallows to Glory

ESTHER 6
4 So the king said, “Who is in the court?” 
Now Haman had just entered the outer 
court of the king’s palace to suggest that 
the king hang Mordecai on the gallows that 
he had prepared for him.
5 The king’s servants said to him, “Haman is 
there, standing in the court.” And the king 
said, “Let him come in.”

6 So Haman came in, and the king 
asked him, “What shall be done for 
the man whom the king delights to 
honour?” Now Haman thought in his 
heart, “Whom would the king delight 
to honour more than me?”

10 Then the king said to Haman, 
“Hurry, take the robe and the horse, 
as you have suggested, and 
do so for Mordecai the Jew 
who sits within the king’s gate! 
Leave nothing undone 
of all that you have spoken.”
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7 And Haman answered the king, “For the man whom the 
king delights to honour,
8 let a royal robe be brought which the king has worn, 
and a horse on which the king has ridden, which has a 
royal crest placed on its head.
9 Then let this robe and horse be delivered to the hand of 
one of the king’s most noble princes, that he may array the 
man whom the king delights to honour. Then parade him 
on horseback through the city square, and proclaim before 
him: ‘Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king 
delights to honour!’ ”

The extra time somehow work really miraculously, and the 
biggest change happened in between the 1st banquet and 
the 2nd. And again God’s people witnessed how the Lord 
fight for them and they just held their peace.
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Wait on the LORD
PSALM 37
7 Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for Him;
Do not fret because of him who prospers in his way,
Because of the man who brings wicked schemes to 
pass. 8 Cease from anger, and forsake wrath;
Do not fret—it only causes harm.
32 The wicked watches the righteous, and seeks to 
slay him. 33 The LORD will not leave him in his hand,
Nor condemn him when he is judged.
34 Wait on the LORD, and keep His way, and He 
shall exalt you to inherit the land; When the 
wicked are cut off, you shall see it.
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GOD BLESS YOU!GOD BLESS YOU!
HAVE A BLESSED WEEK WITH JESUSHAVE A BLESSED WEEK WITH JESUS

See You Next Sunday!See You Next Sunday!
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Feel free to 
contact us!

Submit your prayer request

Want to know more about Jesus

Need pastoral care

Want to understand Bible more

& get connected

www.gbsion.org/contact

Mount Zion
Church

Share your praise report
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